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I.  I, but not I
A garden is an extension of you, of your personality and of your values. There is an element of creation taking place and you are a kind of co-creator. Simultaneously a garden is very much its own being or collection of beings ready to surprise you at any turn. 
Yet as co-pilot, you have the privilege of helping to steer the garden. So the first step to planning your garden is know yourself (as much as that is possible). 

Take time to honestly reflect on your personality and values in order to determine your priorities. Only you can do this. 

A. What are your priorities? Examples:
1. Are they Biological?
Maximum food production; higher quality of food; unique foods; freshest foods; organic or concerns about health benefits; etc. 
2. Are they Financial?
Maximum food production with minimal costs; Considerations of time and inputs; Determine what is your time worth? 
3. Are they more about Pleasure / fun / experimentation / education    / aesthetics
*Not that a garden cannot be a measure of all these, but inevitably there arise scenarios and choices to make where one must be privileged above another.
B.  Spend time wrestling with these two questions:
Do I have more time or more money to invest in the garden? What do I see this garden being in 5 years? 

II.  Location, location, location
Here is a brief check-list of things to consider when planning where you want to put your garden. 
Sunlight
Water accessibility/irrigation
Soil 
Proximity to house/structures & accessibility 
Land aspect 
Pollutants
Pests? 
		What to do about pests- 
			A. eliminate / remove pests (never will get 100%)
			B. accept damage, be okay with feeding nature
C. block pests from reaching plants (expensive)

III. Feed the soil not the plants
Good Gardens start with creating good soil. Thankfully there is a growing understanding that we will get the healthiest plants when we rely less on chemistry and begin to nurture soil biology. 

A. Know that this is a process, a long-term relationship. If you don’t like commitments, don’t garden. 
B. Necessary background info: Soil structure and organic matter 101…
C. There are many ways to increase soil biology and health. Short list:
· Compost –passive or active
· Tilling vs. mulch
· Plant rotation
· Soil compaction
· Some thoughts on locating materials
Takeaway- spend more time thinking about the soil than your do thinking about your plants or looking through seed catalogs


IV. Mapping out your space
Having some idea about the size of the plants you want to grow and their growth habits is helpful.  There is plenty of information on line that can help you get an idea as to how much space a particular plant needs.  Once you have a rough idea of this then you can undertake a garden map or drawing. 

Here are a few things to keep in mind as you do this dance (planning is an art-form that dances with science):
· The richer the soil, the denser you can plant.
· Leafy plants and plants that tend to bolt in summer heat should get the most shade. 
· Think about how you are going to cultivate/weed in between plants (or how you are going to avoid doing this).
· Think about how you are going to get in there to harvest. How long are your arms, how strong is your back?
· Remember some plants can go vertical.
· Consider yield per square foot per unit of time in the ground. 
· Enjoy playing with color, structure, and texture.
· Companion planting is an option.


V. Selecting plants~ the Why, When, and Where will generate the What
· Why do you like some varieties more than others, and what features do you want to prioritize? 
· When do you want to be harvesting? When will your climate/locale let you plant & harvest?  
· Where will you start your plants or where will you get them? 

· Take your answers from these questions and mash them together to determine what plants or varieties you ought to screen and what you can select. 

How? -Catalogues, stores, market, seed saving
When should I order my seeds?


VI. Starting plants
Key points:
A. Know the average number of frost-free days in your location. Holland’s is…
B. Know the typical last frost and first frost dates. In Holland…
This knowledge is crucial for determining when to start seeds or buy transplants!
 
C. Things to consider when starting your plants from seed at home….
D. Things to consider when purchasing plants…
E. Things to consider when transplanting into the garden…

Questions / Comments 





